With great pleasure and growing admiration I have taken notice of the contents of Platelets. As stated in the preface, the book aims to provide a single comprehensive and definite source of knowledge about platelets. Quite a challenge, but indeed, the editor, Alan D. Michelson, has achieved this goal with great success. During the last decennium of the previous century, it has been increasingly appreciated that platelets are not only pivotal in the process of haemostasis and thrombosis, but that these smallest of cellular elements in the blood fulfil functions less well understood in other processes such as inflammation, antimicrobial host defence, tumour growth and metastasis, renal disease and psychiatric disorders. All these issues have been covered in 61 separate chapters, making this book a standard reference work for researchers, clinicians, blood bankers, as well as students entering any of these fields.
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The book consists of eight parts: the first part covers basic biology and biochemistry and contains interesting chapters on platelet structure, platelet receptors, and platelet function in coagulation. The second part describes novel techniques in platelet function testing with useful contributions in chapters on flow cytometry, automated platelet function analysis, platelet function testing under flow and the use of animal models for in vivo platelet studies. Part three concerns the role of platelets in a number of diseases described in 9 separate chapters ranging from atherosclerosis and cerebrovascular disease to antimicrobial host defence and the role of platelets in tumour growth. Part four consists of 12 chapters which provide an update on various forms of thrombocytopenia as well as inherited and acquired disorders of platelet function. Antiplatelet therapy and therapy for increasing platelet number and function are described in several chapters in the subsequent two parts on pharmacology. Two chapters on platelet transfusion and the final chapter reviewing the latest developments in gene therapy for platelet disorders complete the final two parts of the book. Indeed it comprehensively covers the entire field related to platelets. As editor, Professor Michelson has succeeded in gathering 61 outstanding contributions from over a hundred renowned experts. Without exception, all chapters are well written and illustrated with high-quality photographs, figures and many comprehensive schemes and cartoons.
For a reference work of this size, exceeding more than 900 pages, one would expect a considerable delay in the process of editing, resulting in the most recent literature referred to ending several years before the release of the book. It is therefore remarkable to notice that references up to 1 year before release have been incorporated in most of the reference lists to the chapters. In addition, a large number of cross-references to relevant chapters within the book allow the reader to obtain a most complete, updated and integrated view on the subject of interest. This makes Platelets by Alan D. Michelson a most up-to-date comprehensive standard work, which provides a superb reference for everyone interested in platelets.
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